WORLD TOILET SUMMIT

Costs a barrier to
better sanitation

Richer nations “can
help raise standards
in poor countries’

AHCOUT 2.5 billten people sHIL do
net have aceess bo proper todlets,
agocording bo estimates by the
Warld Health Organizabion {WHO}

¥el, 1 wonld cosl anly aaoul
USE5E0 bilien (58535 hillien) -
ot less tham 0.1 pet cent of the to-
tul gross domestic praduct (GDEP)
of the 30 -nation Organieation for
Ecemomic Ceaperation and Devel-
opasent - Lo make sanilafion and
drinking water standards wp to
the mark m Acia,

Richer couniries and market
forees can combine o help dlev
ale such basic probdems for peor -
er nations, mamy of which cannot
gffard sanitation infrastrichere,
said Dr Seetharam Kallidaikm-
richl, director of the Inskibute of
Water Poliey at the Lee Kuan
Yew Schaol af Public Poliey.

“It costs a pittanee to get this
fived,"” he said at the launch of
the World Toilet Summit af Sun-
tec City vesterdayw, The three-day
forum brlngs together pelicymak
ek, academics and the buosiness
community tn discuss sanitation
- 1171

Another farum speaker, Dr
Anard Chiplunkar, principal wa
ter supply and sanitation spedial-
tet at the Asian Development
Hamk {ADH), sadd ouwtdated tradi-
teons and beliets, as well & made-
quate finaneing ard institutional

lbom to hild op inrs

strectare In sanftation
aid a further LI5E51 bi-
ltom for waste water
treatment.

Also speaking al the
forum, Mintster in the
Prime Minieter's Office
Lims Swee Say sald:
"This glabal samitabion
chalbenge can b over-
eome only ©f the glabal
community  learmns ba
pafb every dollar, every
idea and every drop af
waler bo good use ™

Mon-govemmental
organisetion Lim Afd,
foar ang, abms 0 maks
tedlets more affordable
o enere Fhan 500 willag -
5 in Cambadia, Where
anly 20 per cent of mz-
tal communities have
access ba proper sanita-

e Sim
made of

capahbilities, hawe hald hack dovel -
apmenl ao far.

ADNE estimates show that poor
sanltatomn costs develaping coun
tries up te 7 per eent of GOP eve-
ry year from losses caesed by ill-
ness, lor mslance.

It does not take much to
wchieve the targets st out in thae
Undted Wations' Millenmiom De-
velopmenl Goals, a blueprint {hal
dlma to meet the needs of the
world's poorest by 2005 LI557 bil-

of Lien Ald demanstrating 3
& new, affordable toilet at the summit
yesberday. 5T PHOTO: CHEW SEMG MW

tHinn facllites,

Togethetr with the
World Tailel Organiss-
Heam, it has besn market -
ing & cheaper baoilek,
which sells for hetwesn
5530 ard USFI00 esch, com
pated wilh the wsial price af
abaul LSEX00.

Instead of being buill wang
enstly brick and mortar, they are
made from bambea and conerete,

Haid Me Lyn Melennan, Lien
Aid's  programme  manager:
*When we look ab affordabiity, a
midjor harrier haz heen the coct,
By drivimg this down, mane pen-
pde have bien able to gt docecs
b snch products and services,”




